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Western Tech student awarded $25,000 Horatio Alger 
National Scholarship  

Alhassan Bangura one of only 107 recipients of 2021 Horatio Alger awards  
 
TOWSON, MD – Alhassan Bangura, a senior at Western School of Technology, has been named one of 
only 107 recipients of the prestigious 2021 Horatio Alger National Scholarships presented by the Horatio 
Alger Association of  Distinguished Americans, Inc. 
 
Each national scholarship recipient is awarded a $25,000 college scholarship and will have access to a 
variety of association-provided resources, including counseling and referral services, career 
exploration opportunities, and alumni connections. Each national scholar will receive a trip to 
Washington, D.C., to attend the Horatio Alger National Scholars Conference and participate in 
college preparedness and other educational sessions. In conjunction with the conference, National 
Scholars will also be recognized at the Association’s 74th Horatio Alger Award Induction Ceremonies.  
 
“I was elated when Alhassan emailed me about being the recipient of the Horatio Alger National 
Scholarship,” said school counselor Jill Monahan. “He is very deserving of this prestigious honor, as he 
has definitely put in the work to get to where he is today. Alhassan’s selfless dedication to helping 
others and commitment to excellence in the classroom has led him to this point. The Western Tech 
school community is extremely proud of this outstanding young man.”   
 
Bangura, a resident of Windsor Mill, aspires to become a cardiovascular surgeon. He is an AP Scholar 
with Distinction, historian and Elections Committee chair of the Baltimore County Student Councils, 

president of the Western Tech Student Government Association, founder of the Principal’s Student 
Advisory Council, vice president of the African Student Association, secretary-historian of the National 
French Honor Society, and member of the National Technical Honor Society. He has supplemented his 
classwork with internships at the University of Maryland Medical Center’s R Adams Cowley Shock 

Trauma Center and the Baltimore Veterans Affairs Healthcare System. He’s earned certifications in Basic 
Life Support and Heartsaver First Aid from the American Heart Association, Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration 10-Hour General Industry Certification and Stop the Bleed Training from the 

American College of Surgeons. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/news
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.horatioalger.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccphilbin%40briancom.com%7C46620aa1b715416259dd08d8cd26a762%7Cb093f3df81ab4dee8dc0b0ee468eaa9d%7C1%7C0%7C637484913206881399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ATN%2BfuKKwCcVxfL0fNX8Z2bQWH2cxe5fU6Dv6MOmNPw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.horatioalger.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccphilbin%40briancom.com%7C46620aa1b715416259dd08d8cd26a762%7Cb093f3df81ab4dee8dc0b0ee468eaa9d%7C1%7C0%7C637484913206881399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ATN%2BfuKKwCcVxfL0fNX8Z2bQWH2cxe5fU6Dv6MOmNPw%3D&reserved=0


Outside of school, Bangura is the co-founder and chief executive officer of the nonprofit tutoring 
program Refinity, Inc.  and co-founder, vice president, and humanitarian coordinator of 23:59 – The 
Minute Initiative, a nonprofit focused on humanitarian and environmental issues. 
 
The 2021 Horatio Alger National Scholars are students who come from low-income households and who 
maintained an average GPA of 3.88.  
 
“Our organization is thrilled to recognize these 107 remarkable scholars,” said James F. Dicke II, 
president, Horatio Alger Association and 2015 Horatio Alger Award recipient. “These students have 
remained dedicated to furthering their education and giving back to their communities while 
overcoming many personal adversities, not to mention the additional challenges presented by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The association is proud to support these remarkable young people, and we look 
forward to witnessing all they will achieve.”    
 
“Our 2021 national scholars affirm the association’s belief that hard work, honesty, and determination 
can conquer all obstacles,” said Terrence J. Giroux, executive director, Horatio Alger 
Association. “Through our mission, we will continue to provide promising young people the resources, 
mentorship, and confidence needed to be successful in whatever it is they choose to do.”  
 
The Horatio Alger Scholarship Program is wholly funded through private donations from association 
members and friends.   
 

(Editor’s Note: A photo of Bangura accompanies this release.) 
 

# # # 

 

Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 

gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 
students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
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